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As a childhood friend of the author, Nicholas Gibas grew up like any other kid: fell off the swing set, played “hide-and-go-seek,” got mud on his pants. But as he grew up, others began to judge him by his interests and his “unmanly” behavior. Living within a state that does not openly support such actions, Gibas was nervous to reveal his sexual orientation, especially to his family. However, once he informed them that he was gay, they offered nothing but love and support. Months later, Gibas had told many of his schoolmates, who also offered their support and friendship to him. He had, along with many other people, expected that he would be rejected from the society he lived in, mainly because of the controversy involved with LGBT people and the gay rights movement. Many social conflicts have the power to turn people against each other, especially when it involves ethical values. Religion, politics, social media—these categories influence people to form their own opinions on controversial [image: image2.jpg]{##) HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
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Heated debates between political figures with strong religious values are televised to the entire world, presenting to the public their perspectives on these matters and impacting the lives of those involved. Women want freedom over their own [image: image4.png]


bodies, scientists want to do extended research, disabled individuals want to move freely—homosexuals want to be with their loved ones. Same-sex marriage, one of the most controversial topics since the late 1960s, is progressively seeing some improvement on equality, but the ongoing battle between sanctity and human rights continues on as both supporters and opponents of the issue provide their own reasons for their cause. Gibas, a gay high school senior, voices his advocacy for same-sex marriage and shares some of his personal experiences regarding the matter.
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December 2011, Hillary Clinton had given a speech to the United Nations Human Rights Council that called for nations around the world to recognize that “Gay rights are human rights,” also criticizing laws for criminalizing lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered people. Her speech coincided with a memorandum from President Barack Obama that directed United States government agencies to use U.S. diplomatic tools to promote gay rights abroad. Eight years earlier, Ontario, Canada had legalized same-sex marriages, setting a precedent for the recognition of gay marriages. Gibas was ecstatic at the time when Obama had announced his support for same-sex marriages on ABC news on May 5th of 2012. He replies, “I was so hyper that day; I was waiting for this guy to finally say it. He really sets the bar, doesn’t he?” Obama’s statement became a symbolic victory for the gay rights movement. As for opponents of the issue, flares of arguments and criticisms rose up, as the battle for equality continued to burn.


The main argument of same-sex marriage comes from religious groups and individuals, who stress that marriage is a sanctity that is to remain between a man and woman. Some of the critics have claimed that the normalcy of society must be upheld and that the entire matter is but an “abandoning [of] traditional moral values” (Facts on File: Update: Gay Rights). “What isn’t normal is this discrimination against people who just want to be happy. For me, the sanctity of marriage is when two people truly love each other and want to be together forever,” Gibas replies. “All this crap about an ‘unnatural social function’, it makes me so mad that so many people are closed-minded about simple things, and they make it into some big deal that makes them look stupid later—just like with black people and civil rights; look at how ridiculous all that fighting was.” Some opponents have claimed that “[m]arriage is not merely about love… brides and grooms do not have to prove to the state that they love one another before receiving a marriage license” (Facts on File: Update: Same-Sex Marriage). For Gibas, this statement angered him more, as he refuted that such a statement proves that opponents of the matter don’t care about the people involved at all, that they are the ones who are contributing to the unnatural functions of society. “I posted a few times on Facebook, about how our school keeps dress-coding me. I like dressing in heels, you know? I make them look good,” Gibas comments. The following are two of his posts regarding this topic: 

(Post #1) Today during school some guys made a comment saying I was a girl, I'm 
assuming from the way I was dressed. So you are going to call me a girl because I know 
how to dress well and dress better than your hick idea of clothes?

(Post #2) I was dress coded for cross dressing today only because I was wearing high 
heels. I was portraying myself as a male wearing high heels. What would happen if I was 
transgendered? Almost every single administrator at [school] saw my costume but only 
one said I was breaking dress code. Nothing is wrong with cross dressing. This isn't the 
last you've seen of my heels.
Such a conflict regarding the function of society and the sanctity of marriage, this would encounter arguments regarding the care of children within households of same-sex couples.

Multiple criticisms are aimed at same-sex couples, who are accused of lacking a proper environment for children to develop in. Along with that, many critics state that such an “immoral lifestyle” hinders a child’s recognition of their own sexuality and removes the gender-specific role models heterosexual parents provide. Hearing this, Gibas comments, “You know, I was raised in a home with straight parents. I wasn’t abused, I wasn’t sexually molested—I grew up in your typical heterosexual household. I am who I am, and my family still loves me.” He has also made another Facebook status, stating how lucky he felt about how supportive his family was and how they fight about insignificant things, but not about who he is. This easily refutes critics’ claims of “children raised by gay parents are more likely to become gay themselves and develop abnormal identities” (Facts on File: Homosexual Parenting). Supporters comment that households with any type of married couple could have unhealthy environments; many gay-rights groups have noted that studies on homosexual parents conclude that their children aren’t any better or worse than those of heterosexual parents. The Family Pride Coalition executive director C. Ray Drew states, “Love makes a family. It’s that simple” (Facts on File: Homosexual Parenting).


Same-sex marriage: a controversial issue since the 1960s, with many movements and debates ranging from religious sanctity to childhood development in households. Various individuals have participated in its many protests, either supporting or opposing the issue. Currently, thirty states ban gay marriage and nine allow it; President Obama now faces the challenge of voters on the matter and his opportunity to assert his view during his Presidency. As the legalization of same-sex marriage continues on, many activists say that change is meant to come, even to the most traditional and cultural amendments of the Constitution. 
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