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Rationale of Reflective, Visual Analysis, and Argumentative Essays

For the reflective essay assigned, I chose to use my most distinct childhood memories as examples of why decisions or impulses should be thoroughly thought through because there can be dire consequences from those choices. During adolescence, a person experiences many undesirable results made from their rash decisions; these most often impact a person in ways that shape them into who they are. My mistakes of the past formed within me a set of morals and discipline that enabled me to prevent similar situations from arising. My agenda in writing the reflective essay was to allow others to view how similar or different decisions made from the past affect how a person takes responsibility for future actions.

In the visual analysis essay, I used an anti-smoking advertisement for my analysis. The interpretation of the ad could be seen from a number of perspectives, but all of them would have had the same general idea the author wanted to convey to their audience. The advertisement and article was chosen mainly because of the subject of the matter: smoking. Smoking affects nearly everyone in some way; in the case of this advertisement, the effected is the person who is seen smoking (but is conveyed as a suicide victim).  Because the advertisement was relatively general in terms of its message, I wanted to present a clear interpretation of what I perceived from the work as well as highlighting smaller details that might have been ignored by other viewers.

The argumentative essay concerned a subject that has been fought over for many decades: same-sex marriage. I chose this topic because it was a matter I supported and the issue could easily be argued from both sides. From doing this essay, I was able to discover more about the opposing side’s supportive points as well as more evidence that supported the gay rights movement. In doing this assignment, I wanted to provide a solid argument that heavily supported my view and countered the opposing argument. When observing an ongoing conflict, one must be able to examine and review both sides of the argument in order to effectively understand the entirety of the issue and make a decision as to which side has the best evidence and support.
