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The Union of Two Lives

For years, there have been many conflicts between people that involve certain rights and liberties that one is entitled to. Among them is one of the most controversial matters that are beginning to revolutionize during this time and age: Same-sex marriage. Homosexuals should be allowed the same marital rights as heterosexuals; anything otherwise is a violation of the civil rights each person is given at the time of their birth. States are beginning to make legislative changes; the government, specifically the president, is making a stand on their position on same-sex marriage; and many children without homes are able to receive the love and care they deserve.

Over the past 43 years, homosexuals have been advocating for their basic civil rights that were denied to them because of their sexuality. The continuing movement has progressively led to some states changing their policy on marriage. Massachusetts was the first state to issue officially recognized marriage licenses to same-sex couples in 2004. Following that were many events that furthered cause of equality homosexuals sought. In 2008, Connecticut legalized same-sex marriage, and the California Supreme Court lifts a ban on same-sex marriage; the year 2009 resulted in Iowa, Vermont, and New Hampshire legalizing same-sex marriages, and Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) filed a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of DOMA (Defense of Marriage Act) on behalf of gay people from Massachusetts (later that year, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts filed its own suit challenging DOMA); and in 2011, the Obama administration makes a statement to no longer defend DOMA in court because it determined that the law is unconstitutional (a few months later, the Respect for Marriage Act, repeal of DOMA, was introduced in the House and the Senate by Democrats, followed by New York becoming the sixth state to legalize gay marriage). Some opponents argue that laws should reflect the sentiments of a marriage: that it can only be between a man and a woman. The fact that these states have changed their views on traditional marriage provides enough evidence that not all opinions on same-sex marriage are negative. The governments within these states have observed that the prohibition of homosexual marriage is a constitutional violation of equal protection under the law. Not only that, but the ban of same-sex marriage demeans homosexuals’ dignity and makes their relationship and families inferior to those of heterosexuals’. Former policies regarding the prohibition of gay marriage have been challenged, bringing progress to the gay rights movement.

Among the government officials, there have been advocates for the gay rights movement. In December of 2010, Obama signed into law a repeal of the U.S. military's "don't ask, don't tell" policy, which had previously prevented gays and lesbians from serving openly in the military. A year later, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton gave a speech to the United Nations Human Rights Council calling for nations around the world to recognize that "gay rights are human rights." She also criticized laws criminalizing lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered people. Her speech coincided with a memorandum from Obama directing US government agencies to use US diplomatic tools to promote gay rights abroad. During the month of May in 2012, President Barack Obama had a televised interview with ABC news; he had stated he believed that gay people should have the right to marry. This statement marked the first time a sitting president voiced support for same-sex marriage, which was later celebrated by gay rights supporters as a symbolic victory for the movement. These well-known government officials impact society as well as the entire country because they hold high positions that affect the well-being of the population. The fact that the president of the United States and the wife of a former president, and now the Secretary of State, are public advocates of the gay rights movement, their words and actions progressively empower the movement and bring more equality among the population, amongst them including the equal rights to marriage for everyone. Some opponents argue that same-sex marriage would lead to the legalization of polygamy and polyamory and thus should not be imposed on the United States. They also state that gay rights agenda forces people to accept certain behavior, violating their rights. There is a clear difference in same-sex marriage and polygamy; the issues being dealt with currently involve the union of two individuals, not multiple. Some opponents generalize the two conflicts as being one and the same when obviously they are not. The issue at hand only concerns two individuals getting married and has nothing to do with polygamy or polyamory, therefore the fear of legalization of the latter has very little significance in this case. The political advocates of same-sex marriage support the homosexuals’ cause because their rights are violated and they are forced to accept certain behavior. The prohibition of gay marriage is practically imposed on the country, which counters what some opponents are stating. The legalization of same-sex marriage provides no inhibition of rights, no imposition of laws, and no forced behavior. It is a normal occurrence that has little hindrance on the population and provides a greater balance of equality among the people.

Not only will homosexuals achieve the right to be happy, but also young children who have no homes. Gays and lesbians, civil-rights organizations, gay-rights groups and their supporters state that homosexuals can be effective parents just like anyone else. A number of studies show that children raised by gays and lesbians are just as healthy and well-adjusted as children raised by heterosexuals. Allowing the government to dictate who can become parents violates core ideals of freedom and privacy. The social standards of society are meant to change; as time progresses, the toleration of certain social conventions merge into the normal accepted principles that continue on to present-day times. For example, during the 1960s, traditional families began to lose its dominance; laws that had prohibited interracial marriage were struck down, more women worked outside the house, occurrences such as divorce, out-of-wedlock births, and single motherhood became more common and accepted. Along with that, strong stigmas against premarital sex and cohabitation between unmarried members of the opposite sex weakened significantly. Liberals state that these changes expanded individual freedom, especially for women, by breaking down inflexible and harmful social customs. Gay marriage is just another one of these social customs that is currently facing inflexible and harmful reactions; the legalization of same-sex marriage would in fact expand individual freedom. Some opponents state that marriage was never meant to include homosexual couples mainly because they cannot naturally conceive children, that they don’t fit into the traditional parental roles of mother and father, and that same-sex marriage threatens families of today as well as monogamy. There are plenty of naturally conceived children in the world that have no homes, receive no love, and suffer because of the stubbornness of people who don’t believe that homosexuals can provide a proper environment for the children to grow up in. The legalization of gay marriage provides no threat towards any other family; in fact, if any family should feel threatened, it’s those of gay couples. They constantly face the onslaught of critics who believe that children should only belong to a heterosexual couple. This statement is unfair for both the gay parents and the children of those parents. It doesn’t matter what sexuality a parent has, a child develops based on how they are raised, which sexuality plays no role in. If opposition to the legalization of same-sex marriage continues, families of gay couples could be broken apart and the inequality of rights would be further in violation. Any marriage can threaten monogamy or families of today based on an individual’s morals and values; no person is identical in personality, so the generalization cannot be made to homosexuals alone but instead the whole population.

Homosexuals deserve the same marital rights as heterosexuals, as well as other rights that currently discriminate by sexuality. Some individuals will support their opposition to this cause by using extreme and irrelevant evidence to prove their point. However, their parameters of supporting their opinions do not maintain their cause significantly. There are some opponents who state that the legalization of gay marriage is like legalizing sodomy. This statement cannot be used to compare against gay marriage; it practically refers same-sex couples to relationships between a human and an animal. This is not only insulting, but highly inaccurate. Both individuals in the relationship are human; they grew up with morals and ethics, and they are together because of the mutual affection they hold for one another. The sentiments of a marriage revolve around the love shared for one another, not the gender of the couple.
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